
THE AMAZING ADVENTURES OF

AND THE HOTSPOT HEROES

Meet Captain Numbat’s 

Newest Crew ....

Autumn



 

In our last adventure, 

Captain Numbat and 

new recruit, Super 

Cocky, had saved a 

family of Phascogales 

from a ferocious fire. 

Who are you?

Protec
ting th

e 

Wheatb
elt’s

 plan
ts an

d 

animals i
s what w

e do.

Thank you! We 

would’ve been toasted 

Phascogales if it 

weren’t for you.

We’re the

My family and I could 

use a hero right now. Our 

home was destroyed by 

that fire.



Can you
 see

 an
yth

ing 

fro
m you

r b
irds

-eye
 

view
, Su

per
 Cock

y?

Taken

Captain Numbat and Super Cocky roam through the 

Wheatbelt looking for a new home for our  

Phascogale family.

Later that day……

I’m sorry. We 

haven’t been able to 

find you a new home.

Nothing, Captain Numbat! 

All the hollows that I 

can see are already taken

It’s not your fault. It’s 

just getting harder and 

harder to find a home among 

the Wandoo and Sheoak 

Woodlands.



…. HUMANS??

What is it, 

Super Cocky?

As night falls across the Wheatbelt, 

Super Cocky turns to Captain Numbat

Captain
 Numbat, 

I’ve j
ust ha

d a 

crazy
 idea.

Have you seen those 
boxes that hang from 
the side of trees? We 
need some of those.

But to get them, we’re 

going to have to get 
some help from….. 

…. HUMANS!!



Look
, Capta

in Numbat!
 

Ther
e’s 

som
e ki

ds 

play
ing in

 the
 str

eet

Whoa! A talking numbat!

A new day 

dawns and our 

heroes embark 

on their bold 

quest

Hey there! I’m Captain 
Numbat, this is Super 
Cocky and we need 

your help.

Wow
ser

s! 
We’l

l d
o 

an
yt

hin
g t

o h
elp

 

a m
ars

upi
al 

wit
h 

sup
erp

ow
ers

!



A family of Red-Tailed 

Phascogales just lost their 

home in that bushfire. Can 

you help us build them a new 
one?

Of course!

Our heroes’ new friends get straight to work, 

gathering materials for Phascogale boxes



Ahhhhhh, this is so cozy. 
And it’s all ours! How can 
we ever thank you, Captain 
Numbat and Super Cocky?

Don’t t
han

k us
. 

Tha
nk ou

r newest 

Hotsp
ot H

eroe
s. 

It’s been another happy 

ending for The Hotspot 

Heroes. What will Captain 

Numbat, Super Cocky and our 

new Heroes get up to next 

time?

How’s this? Do you 
think your Phascogale 
friends will like it?

That night, back in the Eucalypt 

Woodlands of the Western Australian 

Wheatbelt.

It’s
 per

fect
! 

The
 Phas

cog
ales

 can
 

move 
righ

t in
!





A long time ago, but not so long ago, Qweerk the frog was jipper joppying in the kepe
(swimming in the water). Suddenly he heard Koomal the possum crying.

“What’s wrong?” Qweerk asked Koomal. 

“I have nowhere safe to live now because the Feral Fox has his home under all my safe 
trees!” cried Koomal.

“I know! That Feral Fox can live anywhere - desert, snow or bush,” exclaimed Qweerk
angrily.

All of a sudden Qweerk heard bawling. The sound came from Wetj.

“Feral Fox has taken my babies and eaten them up!” cried Wetj.

“That Feral Fox can eat anything - reptiles, mammals, marsupials, birds and even
amphibians!” despaired Qweerk. 

Noorn slithered out of the rocks and said, “That Feral Fox, he has too many babies. Even 
when Man comes and poisons them, or shoots them, there are still too many!”



“Feral Fox has eaten so many of my brothers and sisters,” said Woylie. “There are too few 
of me left and now I am endangered!”

Gugaa the Bobtail swung out from beneath a shady tree. “The problem is there are no 
predators to control the fox. No one eats the fox, but he eats everyone!”

“There are too many of them. We must get Man to help us,” said Qweerk. “Man is the 
only
predator that the Feral Fox has!”

All the animals went to meet with Man. 

“Will you help us Man?” asked the animals. “We need to get rid of the Feral Fox!” they 
explained.



“Oh no, I don’t know if I can help you,” said Man. “I have tried baiting the Feral Fox, I
have tried trapping the Feral Fox, I have tried shooting the Feral Fox and I have paid 
people money to kill the Feral Fox. What else can I do?”

All the animals and Man sat down and thought together for a long time. Suddenly Noorn 
got up, he was no friend of Man. “This is all you fault,” he said. “You brought that blasted 
Feral Fox to our home!”

“I know I did,” said Man. “But I didn’t know he would cause harm. I thought he would be 
like the horse, cow and sheep who have done good things.” Man looked sorry about past 
decisions.

All of the animals started to get angry at Man.

“Stop,” said Qweerk. “This will never do. We cannot solve a problem by fighting. We need 
to work together to find a solution. No one individual or one strategy will work. We must 
all work together with lots of strategies.”

Together the animals and Man came up with a list of strategies to try and control that 
wiley Feral Fox.

Today, Man is working hard to make these strategies work to protect the native animals.



Trees and hollows provide 

shelter and nesting 

areas for many Western 

Australian native animals.



• Around 300 Australian species use tree hollows for shelter, nesting or to 
stay safe from predators. They are a very important habitat.

• Hollows form as trees get older. Wind, rain, fire, fungi and termites can all 
help to form hollows. Wildlife can also use their beaks, claws and teeth to 
make these areas bigger.

• Trees have to be very old to have hollows. Some of them are 150 years-old 
or more!

• Eucalypt trees make excellent hollow homes. In the Wheatbelt, Wandoo 
and Salmon Gum make the best hollows.

• The types of animals that make their homes in Wheatbelt hollows include 
phascogales, Carnaby’s Black-cockatoos, possums and bats.

• Other introduced species like honey bees can take over hollows. This is 
bad news for native species because once the feral bees move in, there’s 
no room left for the animals or birds.

• Human activities – like land clearing – is also a big problem. The more 
trees that are cut down, the less hollows are around for native animals and 
birds.

• Artificial – or man-made – hollows are helping but nothing beats the ‘real 
thing’

This is why protecting the Eucalypt Woodlands of the Western Australian 
Wheatbelt is so important. You can learn more about protecting these 

precious spaces here.

https://www.wheatbeltnrm.org.au/what-we-do/healthy-environments/where-wild-things-are


Would y
ou like to b

e a 

Hotspot
 Hero fe

ature?
 

Get in touch
 with us for

 

a Hero-in
spired

 intervie
w.



Hotspot Hero: SidneyHotspot Hero Age: 7Superhero Name: Atomic Animal Girl
Hero Superpower: Strength and KindnessHero’s favourite colour: Purple

Why did you pick your superhero name and your 

superpowers?  Because I love animals and I like helping 

animals in need. That is where my superpowers of 

strength and kindness are best used.
What is your favourite animal and why? I love black 

cockatoos because they are noisy.
What the best thing about the Wheatbelt and the 

environment? I love going for bat walks in the Wheatbelt!

What advice do you have for other heroes? Plant more 

food for animals, care for each other and animals in 
need.If you could do anything to fix our environment what 

would it be and why? I would plant more trees and stop 

cutting old trees down. It’s not good for our environment 

because it takes away animal homes and we can’t live 
without animals.What are you most looking forward to as a Hotspot 

Hero? To go on adventures in the wild!



Start
Captain Numbat needs help to solve this Maze!  

Are you up for the Challenge?



Start

Finish



Address:  269 Fitzgerald Street   
   Northam WA 6401
Post:   PO Box 311 
   Northam WA 6401
Phone:  (08) 9670 3100
Email:   info@wheatbeltnrm.org.au
Web:    www.wheatbeltnrm.org.au
Facebook: @wheatbeltnrminc
Twitter:    @Wheatbeltnrm
Instagram:  @wheatbeltnrm
Youtube:  Wheatbelt NRM

See You Next Time!

Stay tuned kids for another 

amazing adventure of

ANAND D TTHEHE H HOTOTSSPPOTOT H HEREROEOESS


